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CREATIVE ART PROGRAMS

Friends of Flockworks,

Today we would like to share a message from our founder, Janet Self, regarding the
passing of Joanna Wigginton, a pillar of the Flockworks foundation and our community:

Just as the school year wrapped up, Joanna Wigginton passed away. She laid the
foundation for our deep partnership with the Fort Bragg Unified School District and was at
the very heart of what Flockworks has been and what it is becoming in this new era. For
me, she was a very dear friend, ally, and colleague with Flockworks the past 18 years. She
will be sorely missed, leaving a giant hole, as well as a remarkable legacy of “can-do”
commitment and dedication to the well being of our children, and community.

Joanna is an original “back-to-the-Land" settler on the Mendocino coast nearly 50 years
ago. Originally from the shores of New England, Curiosity, Grit and a Hands on,”Can-Do”
spirit were essential to how she approached life and what she cultivated in others. She
faced challenges and opportunities with a no-nonsense, get it done attitude. She brought
encouragement, problem solving and very practical skills to every task and cultivated that
spirit in others at every turn and in every setting. Barriers didn’t seem to exist: with a
gleam and a grin, Joanna figured out how to make things work. Her commitment to
learning and to finding creative ways of approaching each problem were a wonder to see.

A midwife in the early years, Joanna helped birth
over 500 local babies. With clear recollections and
stories about each birth, | loved to listen to her tell
these special tales. Homestead life was the focus of
this era that included raising her own two children
while building a house, keeping animals, gardening
and so much more. Children’s development was her
passion and learning was a way of life. Among her
many gifts, she cultivated powerful creative learning
at the Green School, which later became the Caspar
Creek Learning Center and touched the lives of so
many local children and families. With her team,
they excelled in supporting each child while
cultivating a vibrant community of learning and
compassion.

As part of Flockworks, she was there from the beginning. Our 2nd Art Exhibit in 2007
featured 350 children’s drawings of the Coastal Birds celebrating Audubon’s “Save Our
Shorebirds” project. | remember the special creative freedom of the children’s drawings
from the “Green School” and wondered what added that extra flair. Over the years,
Joanna’s students were always involved in our children’s outreach as part of the Art
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Exhibit series.

Before long, she was deep in organizing, curating and adding her volunteer leadership to
our 12-year Art@OddFellows Series. The Art of Letter, Word & Book exhibits were favorite
endeavors we shared exploring the power of language, literacy and more. Once she
retired from teaching at Caspar Creek, Joanna stepped fully into her own love of textiles,
paper making and quilting, and curated annual shows on Textiles. She helped set up the
Flockworks Studio in Mendocino with art for sale and hands-on workshops in the patio
and was always ready to partner on hands-on outreach like the annual Art & Science Fair
with the Noyo Center for Marine Science and special activities we did for Dia De Los
Murietos/Day of the Dead.

Joanna joined the Flockworks Leadership Board in 2013, bringing her perspective and
wisdom deep into the organization. The concept of the “Flockworks Community Artist” as
someone who led projects that served others through their art was an approach she fully
supported and Joanna led initiatives like the “Little Free Library project” which Flockworks
funded materials, high school shop students built, artists decorated and community
members adopted out in the community.

In 2017, as part of the Latinx Coalition, she listened to the concerns of those around the
table who wanted to see the hispanic culture celebrated in our schools. Joanna organized
a very successful year of Hispanic Art projects at Dana Gray School and our focus on
Social Justice through Art grew. Teachers, students and administrators loved the energy,
perspective and positivity that Joanna brought into School. When budget cuts in 2018
eliminated art for elementary students, Joanna spearheaded our commitment to ensure
that Art at Dana Gray continued. Flockworks was welcomed into this special role with
Joanna leading the charge. We hired a creative young Hispanic woman, who grew up in
Fort Bragg and was now a single-mom.

Together Joanna and Norma Trejo delivered a powerful and well loved weekly Studio Art
program for 420 3rd-5th grade students. With Joanna as Mentor and advocate, Norma
flourished in this visible leadership role, becoming a vital part of Flockworks and together,
they opened the path for evolving children and youth programs that Flockworks leads
today. Joanna had a special partnership with teachers, bringing perspective, ideas and
passion to those playing this vital role. Even during the pandemic, Joanna and Norma
made sure Flockworks was there for children and teachers in every way.

Flockworks enabled Joanna to spread her wings wide, taking on new challenges and
creative passions. She grew as an artist and creative leader and was valued for her
ingenuity, compassion and knowledge. She made an impact that reverberates across
generations. What she brought to the community through Flockworks, she also shared in
other settings like the Latinx Coalition and Fort Bragg-Otsuchi Sister City Association and
sponsoring an Asylum refugee family with another dear friend and teacher.



Flockworks began with innocent determination.... Creativity matters, positively impacting
us as a community and as individuals. Joanna brought Curiosity, compassion and
determination to propel this idea into a formidable community commitment. Joanna was
there from early on, providing leadership, drive and endless enthusiasm. She is sorely
missed but the legacy she leaves will echo thru time and generations by those she
touched.

Joanna death truly marks the end of a beautiful era in creative community and
Art@Schools. The seeds she planted with Flockworks, however will flourish into this new
era.

Janet Self, founder of Flockworks
Retired Executive Director
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