
Friends of Flockworks,

Fall is officially here, and with September behind us, we welcome the vibrant
opportunities of October! As we transition into this beautiful season, we’re excited to
share important updates, highlights from the month, and upcoming events. This past
month, we focused on collaboration and innovation, showcasing the incredible work
happening in our team and within the community.

Internal News

We are pleased to announce the continued growth of our team as we warmly
welcome our new Redwood Kudos Coordinator, Kate Taylor. We are delighted
to have her join us and look forward to the significant achievements we can
accomplish together. This addition will further enhance our existing team, and we
are excited to have her on board!

EVENTS AND IMPORTANT DATES:

SAVE THE DATE! We are excited to invite our community to our upcoming
event, "Creative Communities: Past & Future," happening on Saturday,
November 2nd, from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. at the JD Center. This event will honor
those who laid the foundation of our organization while looking forward to the
exciting new initiatives we will build upon that strong legacy. Join us for a
beautiful art installation by Janet Self, enjoy raffles, and partake in a gathering
focused on art, community building, and remembrance.

Flockworks will be part of the Magic Market on Saturday, October 26, from
11 a.m. to 4 p.m., a celebration of fall, Halloween, and all things magical in
Downtown Fort Bragg! Portions of Laurel and Franklin Streets will be closed to
traffic, transforming the area into a vibrant space filled with local vendor booths and
festive activities. Highlights of the day will include a Costume Contest at 1:30 p.m. at
the City Hall Steps, where prizes will be awarded in various categories. Enjoy face
painting, wand making, photo booths, sidewalk chalk art and more!

Visit Fort Bragg Magic Market 

https://visitfortbraggca.com/fort-braggs-magic-market/
https://visitfortbraggca.com/fort-braggs-magic-market/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=ae1927a6-e0eb-42be-acb6-e54413f3c5af


We were pleased to participate in this week’s Wellness Festival, a vibrant
community event dedicated to promoting the well-being of our students and
community. Organized by the Fort Bragg Unified School District in collaboration with
the Mendocino Coast Clinic, the festival featured various agencies, including the
Food Bank and local sports teams. It also provided opportunities to explore school
activities. We were excited to be involved and remain committed to fostering strong
community engagement.

On Campus

KUDOS is preparing for the Fall Break Day Camp, offering exciting opportunities for
students during the October break. Our committed staff consistently strives to
provide a nurturing environment for our children even when school is out of session.
We are actively seeking individuals who are committed and passionate about
working with children to join our team. Anyone interested can find more information
in the link below.

Job Opportunities with KUDOS

At Redwood Elementary, students continue to enjoy a variety of classes, including
Environmental Science and Music and Movement. On Fridays, students can choose
from various clubs to participate in, all of which focus on skill-building.

Dana Gray also offers engaging Friday clubs for students, providing a fun way to
explore their interests. In addition, a group of students begun a six-week class at
Gloriana Musical Theater, we are excited about this wonderful opportunity to
collaborate with such an outstanding local organization!

Meanwhile, Fort Bragg Middle School has seen great success with the Sports Club
and Bike Club, where students are enjoying the outdoors. The Independent Art Club
has returned, now focusing on watercolor painting, while the sewing class continues
to thrive with a wealth of new materials at its disposal. We look forward to many
more enriching experiences throughout the school year!

https://www.flockworks.org/employment.html


In ASSETs, Rosa Wagner's cooking class recently made tortillas and used them to
make delicious quesadillas with chorizo, fresh tomatillo salsa, potatoes, and cilantro.
To enhance the class experience, three new tortilla presses will be ordered! The
class is experiencing steady growth as students discover the excitement of culinary
arts! Here’s a glimpse of the tortilla-making process, showcasing the dough, press
and filling.



We are pleased to welcome back ASSETs Instructor Giselle Toscano-Rodriguez
with her "Pop-up Art" sessions on Thursdays. She also introduced "Fiber Arts" on
Tuesdays in the library, utilizing materials generously donated by the families of
Gayle Bowman and Jennifer Carlson. Additionally, team member Nicholas Collins,
launched his own "Pop-up Art" sessions on Wednesdays. As a printmaker, he is
guiding students in exploring drawing and mixed media while providing snacks for a
creative and enjoyable experience.

The weight room has also seen increased activity, with Bobby Deschenes helping to
identify new equipment for purchase this fall. Students are requesting free C.V. Starr
passes for drop-in use, enjoying swimming, weightlifting, and exploring available
drop-in classes.

ART@School Program



The ART@School program, led by Norma Trejo, is thriving as it engages
children's creativity in school. Norma, an essential pillar of Flockworks since its
inception, is a beloved presence whose continued dedication we deeply appreciate.
Her unwavering commitment to nurturing creativity in children endears her to the
community and the young artists she inspires.

The program is a collaboration with Dana Gray to provide elementary students with
the tools and materials necessary for art-integrated learning. Through art, students
explore history, geography, science, and cultures, encouraging children to
experiment with concepts like color, balance, and texture. This hands-on approach
fosters problem-solving and collaboration, revealing that there are many ways to
interpret and express the same idea.



In the 4th grade science activity "Examples of Energy," students explored the
various forms of energy through an engaging outdoor experiment. They investigate
potential and chemical energy by combining baking soda and vinegar in water
bottles, which inflated their balloons, demonstrating energy in action. The lesson
also covered kinetic, thermal, and electrical energy through hands-on activities. This
interactive experience not only enhances students' understanding of energy
concepts, but also fosters excitement and participation among all learners, including
those who typically struggle with focus.

Celebrating Community
and Culture at Fiesta Latina

On September 22nd, Fiesta
Latina came to life, organized
by Flockworks, the City of
Fort Bragg, Mendocino Coast
Children's Fund, and the
Latino Coalition. The event
kicked off with a lively mini
parade led by our beloved
Flockworks team members,
Rosa Wagner and Norma
Trejo. 

This wonderful day highlighted the rich traditions of the latino community and
fostered a spirit of unity and pride through crafts, music, and delicious food.
Attendees enjoyed cultural performances and a spicy salsa competition featuring 21
entries, where Jeff Totsch proudly secured third place for Flockworks in the
Community Favorites! Flockworks also contributed by teaching how to make paper
flowers—symbols of celebration in Latino culture—as well as a collaborative and
interactive art piece, allowing children to express their creativity with a hand-on
project.



The success of Fiesta Latina was made possible by the hard work of volunteers,
including Fort Bragg High School students, members of the Latino Coalition, and
dedicated community members. A special thank you goes to Juliana Sanchez,
Community Resource Specialist at Mendocino Coast Children’s Fund and
Kudos Instructor with Flockworks, and Cristal Muñoz, City of Fort Bragg
Administrative Analyst, for their invaluable initiative in bringing this event to life. We
also want to acknowledge Eve Oliphant from Latco and those who came before us,
whose inspiration and motivation made it possible to plan an event like this. A
heartfelt thank you to everyone who contributed to making it a success!

Stay tuned for more updates and engaging opportunities in the coming month, and
remember, your involvement is the cornerstone of our success. Here’s to another
month of creativity, growth, and community spirit!

The Flockworks Team
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